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Save the Date 
 
11/23ð Thanksgiving break begins at 12:00pm. 
NO lunch and NO PM Program 

12/01ð Parent Conferences 12:00 to 2:00 pm. 
Dismissal at 11:45am. NO Lunch and NO PM 
Program 

12/5- Parent/Teachers conferences 6:00-
8:00pm  

12/6-760õs go to science Museum 8:10am to 
2:25 pm 

12/7-  Parent Conferences 12:00 to 2:00 pm. 
Dismissal at 11:45am. NO Lunch and NO PM 
Program 

12/8-  Parent Conferences 12:00 to 2:00 pm. 
Dismissal at 11:45am. NO Lunch and NO PM 
Program 

Sign- up for Parent Conferences still available on 
line  for Dec 1,7 and 8 

 

 

 

Ottoson Staff 

wish you all a 

Happy 

Thanksgiving 

break! 

http://www.arlington.k12.ma.us/ottoson/
mailto:truggere@arlington.k12.ma.us


8th grade Semester one A.C.E. 

students spent about three 

weeks this past 

term creating individual egg 

packages that would protect a 

raw egg dropped onto con-

crete-  without 

"packing" (protecting the egg with cotton, newspa-

per, etc) and with only limited materials to build 

with.  

Students were also asked to estimate the "aesthetic 

value," "materials costs" and "shipping costs" in order 

to demonstrate an understanding of the require-

mentes of real- world design challenges.  Students 

generated a great variety of solutions to the prob-

lem, with about 1/3 of the constructions successfully 

protecting their eggs.  

However, true "success" is measured by how well a 

student can explain why his or her construction 

worked or why it did not/what could be improved, 

and with that criteria we had a 100% success rate! 

Poor eggs, 

beware of 

the Eg-

ginator ! 

Egginator is back! 

Egginator 



 

8th grade FACS (Family & 
Consumer Sciences) classes 
have been learning money 
management techniques. Stu-
dents learn about many key 
financial concepts such as in-
come vs. expense, fixed vs. flex-
ible, budgeting, finance charges 
and interest as well as the difference between credit 
and debit. Students also practice budgeting and sav-
ing for long and short term goals.  

As part of this unit small groups of students are 

tasked with creating òBudget Board Gamesó for teens 
utilizing their new financial skills. For the project 
students create a game board with income and ex-
pense cards, a money system and directions. The 
culmination of the project allows each group to play 
one anotherõs games and provide feedback on the 
games.  

SHOW ME THE MONEY 



Mr. Bakkeõs 770õs students got to to create their 

own landmass and environment, including physical 

features and human geography elements such as:  

Culture  

Religion 

Economy  

Food 

School 

Language 

Urbanization 

Wildlife.   

All their selections and creations had to fit based on 

the location in the real world where they chose to 

place their landmass.  Needless to say the results 

demonstrate an impressive fluency with geography!  

Imaginarium Geographica 



Have you ever seen the mov-
ie òPay It Forward?ó If you 
haven't, you should check it 
out. And if you have seen the 
movie, I think you know 
where this is going. 
 
Ottoson Middle School is 
teaming up with nonprofit 
Paint it Forward to make the 

Technology Education classrooms optimal learning 
environments for Arlington's students. Paint it For-
ward takes classrooms and transforms them from 
white- walled cluttered spaces to warm, inviting, or-
ganized environments where kids love to go and 
learn. 
 
I thought we did a pretty decent job with what we 
had done with our generous donations. But after 
meeting with Paint it Forward founder PJ Davey, I 
was blown away with this nonprofitõs focus on net-
working and getting so many people to dedicate 
their time and supplies.  
We plan on getting a new floor that extends be-
tween both technology rooms at Ottoson. This will 
allow for easy cleaning and an ideal learning envi-
ronment. Next, the hanging ceiling will be removed. 
This will expose all of the ductwork and conduit, 
which will make for great character. 
It will also let heat rise, hopefully creating a cooler 
workspace for the hot, humid months. Ottosonõs 
technology rooms do not have windows, so it gets 
very stuffy and uncomfortable quite often. 
To remedy this, we are bringing the ceiling up at 
least another 4 feet and possibly installing air condi-
tioning. We will paint the existing counter top with 
durable epoxy paint and put a fresh coat of paint on 
the newly exposed ceiling. We are also going to 

come up with a new design for our supply table, 
which is the space where all the materials for various 
projects are kept. 
Organization will be a great way to improve the 
space. Paint it Forward exemplifies a real communi-
ty- based way to improve education. The people 
who come together donate their time and supplies. 
In a recession, what more can you ask for than for 
people doing things for others out of the goodness 
of their hearts? 
In an email, Davey pointed out Ottosonõs teachers 
have òdone an incredible jobó with the space allo-
cated for shop class, despite the room being filled 
to capacity. òBut itõs time for an overhaul,ó he add-
ed.Davey said the goal is for the project to be done 
by the beginning of 2012.The project will need vol-
unteers, resources and ideas. 
 
Can you help with renovations at Ottoson Middle 
School? Drop Allison Oropallo an email 
ataoropallo@gmail.com 
About this column: Everybody has a handyperson within 
them. After showing her craftsmanship on HGTV's "All 
American Handyman," Allison Oropallo is sharing her in-
sights with Patch readers every Wednesday at noon. 

Non-Profit to Renovate Tech Class 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0223897/
http://arlington.patch.com/articles/the-classroom-renovation-is-done
http://arlington.patch.com/articles/the-classroom-renovation-is-done
mailto:aoropallo@gmail.com


Ottoson Art Show is back 

We will be exhibiting 
work from term 1 & 2 vis-
ual art students.Please 
come on Tuesday, De-
cember 13th from 6-8 pm 
in the Ottoson Front 
Lobby and Cafete-
ria. support our students 

and their fantastic ARTWORK!!!  

OMS Winter Instrumental Concert will be held on 
Tuesday, December 13, 2011 at 7:00 PM at the Ot-
toson Middle School, in the Wood Gym.  This con-
cert will feature the instrumental ensembles of Ot-
toson Middle School (Concert Band, String Orches-
tra, Chamber Orchestra, and Jazz Ensemble).  Ad-
mission is Free!  All are welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ottoson Choral Concert Featuring  The Ottoson 
Middle School Choruses Wednesday, December 14, 
2011  (snowdate-  December 16) 7 P.M. at the 
Robbins Town Hall Arlington, Ma. Admission Free 

Art Show Winter Concerts 


